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facilities, as well as the safety of communities 
where the prisons are to be located. This pro-
vision has become necessary as a result of 
§ 11201, the 1997 District of Columbia Revital-
ization Act (P.L. 105–33), which requires that 
the BOP house in privately contracted facilities 
at least 2000 D.C. sentenced felons by De-
cember 31, 1999 and at least 50% of D.C. fel-
ons by September 30, 2003. Under the Revi-
talization Act, the Lorton Correctional Complex 
is to be closed by December 31, 2001, and 
the BOP is to assume full responsibility for the 
maintenance of the District’s inmate popu-
lation. My bill would give the Director of the 
BOP the necessary discretion to decide 
whether to house D.C. inmates in private pris-
on facilities, and if so, when and how many. 

The Revitalization Act privatization mandate 
marks the first time that the BOP has been re-
quired to contract for the housing of significant 
numbers of inmates in private facilities. The 
extremely short time frames were placed in 
the statute without any reference to BOP ca-
pabilities or the capabilities of private prison 
vendors. I am introducing this bill because re-
cent events have driven home the necessity 
for better informed and expert judgment and 
calculation before decisions to contract out in-
mate housing are made. 

On December 3, 1998, the Corrections 
Trustee for the District of Columbia released a 
report on the investigation of problems arising 
from the placement of D.C. inmates in the 
Northeast Ohio Correctional Center (NEOCC). 
This highly critical report documented numer-
ous violent confrontations between guards and 
inmates, an escape by six inmates, and the 
killing of two other inmates. The Trustee’s re-
port strongly and unequivocally critized vir-
tually all aspects of the operations of the 
NEOCC. 

It should be noted that the company that 
runs the NEOCC, Corrections Corporation of 
America (CCA), is the most experienced in the 
country. However, the industry is a new one 
with relatively few vendors and few bidders for 
substantial work. The NEOCC experience is 
fair warning of what could happen if BOP pro-
ceeds on the basis of an automatic mandate 
in spite of the evidence that has accumulated 
in Ohio and around the country. The mounting 
problems have been so troubling that the BOP 
was forced to revise the original request for 
proposals (RFP), fearful that similar problems 
would occur. The bid now requires two sepa-
rate facilities. The new process uses two RFP, 
thereby separating low security male inmates 
from minimum security males, females and 
young offenders. Furthermore, the RFP for low 
security inmates now requires the BOP to con-
sider prior performance of the vendors before 
awarding the contract. However, the new 
RFPs put the BOP, perhaps hopelessly, be-
hind schedule for the privatization mandated 
by the Revitalization Act. 

The experience of the private sector argues 
for a much more careful approach than Con-
gress realized at the time the 1997 Revitaliza-
tion Act was passed. For example, the 50% 
quota for privatization far exceeds any com-
parable number of similar inmates currently 
housed in a private facility from a single juris-
diction. 

My provision does not bar privatization, but 
it could prevent further privatization disasters. 

BOP may still decide to house the same, or a 
different number in private facilities. The pur-
pose of this provision is to keep the BOP from 
believing that it must go over the side of a 
cliff, avoiding more sensible alternatives, be-
cause Congress said so. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, Sunday, November 21, 1998, 
Dallas bid farewell to one of its most notable 
religious leaders. The Reverend W.E. Spears, 
Jr., will preach his final sermon as the pastor 
of Progressive Baptist Church in Dallas. 

Mr. Speaker, his departure is important to 
note because he founded Progressive Baptist 
Church with his vision, energy, and hard work 
52 years ago. Throughout that time, he has 
provided spiritual guidance, community serv-
ice, and compassion to several generations of 
parishioners. 

Mr. Speaker, the growth of his church in 
both numbers of members and services is a 
direct testimony to his faith and work ethic. 
When it first began, the church had about 10 
members. Today, Progressive Baptist Church 
boasts a membership of 500. 

Under his leadership, Progressive Baptist 
Church promotes the teachings of Christianity 
to many families in the Dallas area. In addi-
tion, for several decades, Progressive Baptist 
Church served area school children who could 
not attend the George W. Carver School be-
cause of School district boundaries. 

He joined his late wife in opening Spears 
Mortuary and an ambulance service that pro-
vided services despite the family’s ability to 
pay. This brought much-needed services and 
relief to families amid times of tremendous 
personal loss. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Spears is a great 
example of leading a church in serving its 
community beyond the pulpit and directly into 
the community. However, while I join many of 
my constituents in thanking him for his leader-
ship and service at Progressive Baptist 
Church, I am happy to say that he will not be 
removing himself from the community. He 
does not plan to leave behind his work. Fortu-
nately for our children, he is committed to 
helping them be productive citizens. As he 
mentioned, ‘‘I’m still making a point of helping 
young people make citizens out of them-
selves, and I have pledged myself to working 
in the community at least 5 days a week.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am both grateful to Reverend 
Spears’ 52 years of service at Progressive 
Baptist and his commitment to continue to 
serve our community. On behalf of my con-
stituents from the 30th Congressional District, 
I wish him success in his future endeavors. 
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OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the appointment of my good friend, 
Mrs. Sally Jameson as executive director of 
the Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

For the past 6 years, Sally has been affili-
ated with the Charles County Chamber of 
Commerce; 5 of those years she served the 
Legislative Committee. 

Prior to her appointment, Sally was the di-
rector of the Waldorf Jaycee Community Cen-
ter since it opened in 1992. Today, it has 
evolved as a focal point for Charles County 
and is currently undergoing expansion. 

Mr. Speaker, she is working with the 
Charles County public schools on a student 
exchange with students in Walldorf, Germany, 
and with the Charles County commissioners 
on a twin-city establishment between Waldorf, 
MD and Walldorf, Germany. 

Sally is a life-long resident of Charles Coun-
ty and resides in Bryantown with her husband, 
Gene and two children, Donnie and Michelle. 

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced that Sally will 
be a tremendous asset to the Chamber of 
Commerce and southern Maryland. I am 
proud to be her Representative in Congress 
and I ask you and the remainder of my col-
leagues to join with me in acknowledging the 
appointment of this fine American. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the 
fortieth anniversary of an infamous day in 
Pennsylvania’s Eleventh Congressional Dis-
trict, the Knox Mine Disaster. This Sunday, a 
state historical marker will be unveiled to com-
memorate the tragedy. I am pleased to have 
been asked to participate in this event. 

January of 1959 brought unseasonably high 
temperatures and drenching rains to the Wyo-
ming Valley. The Susquehanna River began to 
surge wildly and reached near flood stage by 
the evening of January 21. Most area resi-
dents were worried about their homes and 
businesses and gave little thought to the po-
tential disaster underground. Miners at the 
Knox Coal Company’s River Slope mine in 
Luzerne County had expressed fears for 
weeks about the conditions at the mine, but 
their complaints fell on deaf ears. On the 
morning of January 22, seventy-five miners 
headed for work in the May Shaft and six min-
ers headed to the River Slope. The six labor-
ers soon summoned a veteran miner to hear 
the shrill cracking sounds of the ceiling props. 
As he stepped into the mine to investigate, the 
roof of the mine gave way and water poured 
into the mine. The miners scrambled out of 
the mine to safety and quickly reported the 
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flooding to mine officials who ordered evacu-
ation of all adjoining shafts. 

Thirty-three of the miners quickly escaped 
the churning waters as the river took over the 
mine, but forty-five men remained trapped 
below as the river swirled into the breach. 
Thirty-three miners eventually made their way 
up an abandoned air shaft located a few hun-
dred feet upriver from the breach. Twelve men 
remained missing. 

Mr. Speaker, hope for these twelve brave 
miners endured for several days as family 
members kept vigil on the river bank. Eventu-
ally, methane gas began to flow from the mine 
and the officials had no choice but to end the 
rescue attempt. Each of the survivors had his 
story of escape and told the stories of those 
who did not. 

For sixty-four hours after the disaster, the 
river poured more than two and a half million 
gallons of water into the shafts each minute. 
The cave-in allowed more than ten billion gal-
lons of river water to surge underground. For 
three days, crews pushed, pulled, and hoisted 
fifty ton railroad cars into the void. They added 
four hundred one-ton coal cars and at least 
twenty-five thousand cubic yards of dirt and 
rocks. Finally, the giant hole was plugged. 
Pumping began to save the other shafts and 
search teams were dispatched to look for bod-
ies. 

Mr. Speaker, the Knox Mine Disaster was 
the beginning of the end of anthracite coal 
mining in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Officials 
eventually discovered the company had ille-
gally dug beneath the river bed which ex-
tended far beyond legal mining boundaries. 
No proper surveying had been done and al-
though industry standard was thirty-five feet of 
rock cover, the miners had followed company 
orders and quarried up to a mere six feet 
below the river. Knox Coal Company had ig-
nored orders from federal inspectors to cease 
operations. Several company officials were in-
dicted. Although deep mining continued in the 
Northeast into the 1970’s, the high cost of re-
sulting new safety regulations coupled with de-
clining demand eventually ended deep mining 
in the northern coal field. 

Mr. Speaker, the Knox Mine Disaster is a 
turning point in the history of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. The image of the grieving fami-
lies huddled along the banks of the river, ex-
hausted survivors climbing out of the earth 
and huge train cars being heaved into the 
whirlpool is still fresh in the minds of most of 
the area’s residents. The disaster is com-
memorated in the local press every year and 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will dedi-
cate a historical marker this year. I join with 
the families of both the victims and the sur-
vivors of this horrible disaster in commemo-
rating their bravery and remembering their 
sacrifice. 
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today it is my 
privilege to introduce, once again, comprehen-

sive legislation to reform the Mining Law of 
1872. I am pleased to note that the distin-
guished gentleman from California, GEORGE 
MILLER, and PETER DEFAZIO of Oregon are 
joining me in introducing this measure. 

Some may view the introduction of this leg-
islation as a exercise in futility. They are those 
who benefit from the production of valuable 
hardrock minerals from certain federal lands 
without payment of either rent or royalty to the 
American public. They are those who benefit 
from the hodgepodge of minimal regulation 
governing the reclamation of these lands and 
the lack of suitable environmental safeguards 
to protect the American public. Yet others, oth-
ers view the introduction of this measure as a 
ray of hope. They are those who are con-
cerned that in the last year of the 20th Cen-
tury the United States still actually allows mul-
tinational conglomerates to mine gold, silver 
and copper from our federal lands for free. 
They are those, countless citizens, who live in 
the vicinity of these operations, who must con-
tend with maimed landscapes and polluted 
streams. And all of us must wonder, is this the 
type of legacy we wish to leave to future gen-
erations? 

The Mining Law of 1872 today is an anach-
ronism that will not die. Enacted in an era 
when the policy of the United States was to 
populate the West partially by making free 
land and free minerals available to those who 
would brave an unsettled and wild region, it 
has resisted substantial reform despite count-
less attempts to modernize it and make it re-
sponsible to more current policies governing 
the management of our public domain. 

The bill we are introducing today is the very 
same which passed the House of Representa-
tives by a three-to-one margin during the 
103rd Congress. Reintroduced during the 
104th and 105th Congresses, it was held hos-
tage by the Resources Committee. Even 
under A Republican majority, I remain con-
vinced that if allowed to proceed to the House 
floor, this bill or something similar to it would 
pass the full House of Representatives. 

The issue of insuring a fair return to the 
public in exchange for the disposition of public 
resources, and the issue of properly managing 
our public domain lands, is neither Republican 
or Democrat. It is simply one that makes 
sense it we are to be good stewards of the 
public domain and meet our responsibilities to 
the American people. This means that the 
Mining law of 1872 must be reformed. 
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Tuesday, January 19, 1999

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to pay tribute to an outstanding 
citizen of Indiana’s First Congressional District, 
James W. Holland. On Saturday, January 16, 
1999, Mr. Holland, along with his friends and 
family, will celebrate his retirement and honor 
his five decades of public service. The cele-
bration will take place at Marquette-on-the-La-
goon in Gary, Indiana. 

In 1943, James Holland graduated from 
Rock Island High School in Illinois. After earn-
ing a Bachelor of Science degree in Education 
from Northwestern University in 1950, he con-
tinued his education at Valparaiso University, 
completing a Master’s degree in Liberal Stud-
ies. From 1951 through 1968, he taught 
twelfth grade Government and Economics in 
Gary. In 1968, Mr. Holland became the execu-
tive for the City of Gary Model Cities Program. 
Subsequently, as Principal Associate of Ja-
cobs Company, he authored administrative 
manuals that became the national standard for 
the Model Cities Program. Mr. Holland devised 
and established basic Model Cities structures 
for 15 cities, which led to lengthy on-site 
consultancies in major United States cities. In 
1980, he was one of twenty Fellows selected 
annually from hundreds of nominees to attend 
the Harvard University Fellow Program for 
Senior Executives. Additionally, he served as 
Deputy Mayor of the City of Gary from 1976 
through 1988. As Deputy Mayor, he super-
vised 38 department heads and administered 
an over $40 million annual budget, as well as 
over $100 million in federal programs. 

Mr. Holland has dedicated a substantial por-
tion of his life to the betterment of Northwest 
Indiana, especially the transportation systems 
of Gary, Indiana. 

After 10 years of dedicated service, Mr. Hol-
land is retiring as President of Gary Intercity 
Lines and General Manager of the Gary Public 
Transportation Corporation. Under his man-
agement, Gary Public Transportation Corpora-
tion has won numerous safety awards and 
other awards from the Indiana Transit Asso-
ciation and the American Public Transportation 
Association. Additionally, Mr. Holland has 
served on numerous transportation commit-
tees. Mr. Holland was Chairman of the North-
west Indiana Regional Planning Commission, 
as well as a past member of the Executive 
Board of the Northwest Indiana General As-
sembly Study Commission on State Transpor-
tation. 

On this special day, I offer my heartfelt con-
gratulations. Mr. Holland’s large circle of family 
and friends can be proud of the contributions 
this prominent individual has made. His excep-
tional work in the transportation sector of 
Northwest Indiana will be greatly missed. For-
tunately, the community as a whole will con-
tinue to profit from his unselfish involvement to 
make Northwest Indiana a better place in 
which to live and work. I sincerely wish him a 
long, happy, healthy and productive retire-
ment. 

f

HONORING THE FIELDING 
INSTITUTE 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 19, 1999

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the Fielding Institute. 

The Fielding Institute has been a leader in 
distance learning for mid-career professionals 
since it was founded in Santa Barbara, Cali-
fornia in 1974. 

With the development of a revolutionary 
‘‘Learning Community’’ concept that provides 

VerDate jul 14 2003 11:32 Sep 27, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR99\E19JA9.000 E19JA9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T19:09:02-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




